












Community Bike Parade — Big thanks to the Elizabeth Fire Department for leading the

way and making it a ride to remember!

From Garden to Market: August Harvest Awaits
Take a stroll through the Community Garden and see what’s thriving in the late-summer

sunshine — everything from juicy tomatoes to vibrant blooms. Even if you don’t have a

garden plot, you’re welcome to stop by and admire what’s growing before the next market

day.









Critter-Proof Your Independence Garden 
Gardens aren't just for us — they’re mini buffets for critters, too. To help protect your plots

this season, try these community-smart moves: Visit DUG for more helpful tips and tricks.

1. Strengthen the perimeter — Install 2ft wildlife fencing with 1in mesh, bury the bottom

4–6″ or flare it outward to block burrowers. Lining raised beds and compost bins with

hardware cloth also keeps out digging pests.

 

2. Cover and protect — Use lightweight row covers or bird netting over precious greens

and berries. Hoop frames make access easy without removing the whole cover.

3. Eliminate easy snacks — Pick produce promptly, stash seeds & fertilizer in metal

containers, and keep community compost strictly plant-only—no kitchen scraps.

4. Keep things neat — Trim back brush, elevate wood or pallet piles, and install mesh or

gravel skirts around sheds and greenhouses to limit hideouts.

5. Deter smartly — Hang reflective streamers or old CDs, rotate sprays (garlic-pepper or

vinegar), and consider gentle, natural repellents.

6. Recruit wildlife helpers — Keep tall perches for owls, or add snake habitat zones. Skip

poisons that harm beneficials.

Meet Earth’s Tiny Heroes…They may be small, but invertebrates are mighty! These little
legends make up more than 97% of all animal species — buzzing, crawling, and wriggling


