
View this email in your browser

Welcome Public Alliance as Our New District
Management Team! 

The transition to Public Alliance as the District Management company for Independence is

now complete. Public Alliance is a Colorado-based firm that specializes in district

management, field services, finance and accounting, administrative support, and

community engagement for special districts across the state. 

Leading the team is AJ Beckman, founder and president of Public Alliance, who will serve

as the District Manager for the Independence Community. AJ brings more than 20 years of

experience in special district management and is supported by a skilled, responsive team

ready to assist Independence residents and support the District’s evolving needs. 

Public Alliance is committed to providing exceptional service, transparent financial

practices, and proactive problem-solving, while continuing the high standard of service
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established by Kurt. You’ll begin to see their name more frequently in emails, public

notices, and community updates.

Please save his contact information below. If you have questions or simply want to

introduce yourself, the Public Alliance team is here to help:

Phone: 720-213-6621 

Email: Contact@PublicAllianceLLC.com

Visit, bookmark, and favorite the Independence Websites where you can find information

about community happenings, news, meetings, documents, and all things related to

Independence and the Metro Districts:

The Overlay District – Homestead and Pool/Gym 
Districts 1-6 – Where You Live

Independence Water and Sanitation District

NOTICE: Front Range Recreation Staff winter hours at the Independence Community
Clubhouse:

Mondays and Wednesdays: 4 – 7 p.m.

 Tuesdays and Thursdays: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Saturdays: 12 – 6 p.m.

HAPPENING AT HOMESTEAD PARK
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Butterfly Pavilion Kids Discovery Series: Web World 
Friday, October 17 | 10 – 11 a.m. | Independence Community Clubhouse 

Kids pre-K through 8 years—join us for a one-of-a-kind experience where kids can

discover the fascinating web world of spiders. 

Web World: Spiders are found in great numbers all over the world, including in our houses!

But why? … In this fun and interactive program, we’ll get to meet several spider friends

and explore what secrets they have that make them some of the most successful animals

ever. Spots are limited—only 30 kids can join, so be sure to register early to save your

spot!

Boo’s and Booze Adult Halloween Party
Friday, October 24 | 6 – 8 p.m. | Independence Community Clubhouse

Join us for a spooktacular evening of fun and frights! Costumes optional! Please RSVP

here so we can plan ahead. More information will be posted on the Neighbors of

Independence Facebook page.

Register here
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No Boo’s Trunk-or-Treat 
Friday, October 31 | 10 a.m. | Independence Community Clubhouse Parking Lot

Bring your littles to a gentle, giggly Trunk-or-Treat made just for preschoolers who don’t

love spooky stuff. Costumes welcome but keep ’em friendly!

How to join:

Host a trunk: Decorate your vehicle and hand out treats—nothing scary—set up

begins at 9 a.m.

RSVP to attend: Let us know if your kiddo can join, so we stock enough

candy! Click here and select “Host a Trunk” or “RSVP to Attend.”

Volunteers needed
Want to help organize? Email Kristin@IndependenceDenver.com. You’ll be my hero.

Save the date! 

Pies and Pj’s Family Game Night 
Saturday, November 8 | 6 - 8 p.m. | Independence Community Clubhouse

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4AADA62BA5FCC61-59085065-noboos
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A Full Day of Fun and Flavor: Farmers Market + Chili Cook-Off

What a perfect way to close out the season! This past Saturday, September 27, brought

neighbors together for the final Farmers Market of the year, filling the morning with fresh

goods, homemade treats, hot coffee, and plenty of friendly smiles. Thank you to everyone

who came out to shop, mingle, and help us send the market season off in style.

The afternoon rolled right into our Chili Cook-Off and Fall Clothing Drive. Bowls were filled,

votes were cast, and hearts were warmed as the community came together to share

recipes and support Samaritan House Denver with generous donations. Congratulations to

our Chili Cook-Off winners—and thank you to everyone who brought their best flavors to

the table.

It was a beautiful day to be outside with neighbors, friends, Elbert County Royality and the

Elizabeth Fire Department and we can’t wait to do it all again next year! We hope the free

pumpkins helped to get everyone into the magical spirit of fall!  

HAPPENING IN THE TOWN OF ELIZABETH 



Want to stay in the know about what’s happening just down the road? Click here to visit the

Town of Elizabeth website for community events, updates, and local happenings.

HAPPENING NEARBY

Looking for More Fall Fun? Head to The Patch in
Kiowa! 

Just a short drive from Independence, The Patch has

packed their farm with more than 30 fall-themed hands-

on attractions the whole family will love. Explore a

Superman-themed corn maze, snack on fresh apple

cider donuts, funnel cakes, and s’mores hot chocolate,

or try your aim with the apple cannons.

Kids (and kids at heart) can meet live animals, fly down zip lines, and soak up all the best

parts of fall.

Plan your visit and see all the details at ThePatch.farm. Use code word: INDEPENDENCE
for a secret discount, thanks to Craft Companies and the Independence Community for

being a sponsor! 

https://www.townofelizabeth.org/community/page/town-events-0
http://thepatch.farm/


Spoil a Senior Day 
Saturday, October 11 | 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Elbert County Fairgrounds Exhibit Building

95 Ute Avenue, Kiowa

Seniors, this one’s for YOU! Come enjoy a day filled with laughter, lighthearted

competitions, and just a little spoiling—because you’ve earned it.

What’s waiting for you:

BINGO and other fun games

Gift bags packed with goodies

Delicious food and beverages provided

Live music to keep the good vibes rolling

It’s all just for fun, and it’s all about YOU. So, grab your friends, bring your best smile, and

let’s make Spoil a Senior Day the highlight of your fall!



2025 Harvest Festival Chamber Boo Bash on Main® & Trick
or Treat Street 

Visit Historic Elizabeth Main Street on October 25 for the annual

Trick or Treat Street and Boo Bash on Main® Harvest Festival.

This year features Trunk or Treat and NEW activities and

contests!

There will be vendor booths, storefront businesses open, lots of

candy for trick or treaters, and costume contests!

Veterans Appreciation Luncheon
Saturday, November 8 | 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Casey Jones Park Pavilion

All local veterans are welcome to join us for a meal, desserts, ceremony, and special

programming. Enjoy live music from Sarah P and the Loggers, sponsored by Lisa Lessard

Banner Mortgage.

http://elizabethchamber.org/events
http://elizabethchamber.org/events


We are still seeking sponsors for the Flags that will be distributed. Click here to learn more.

Social Committee
Do you have a knack for planning parties, a love for community spirit, or just want to see

more of the kind of events you enjoy? The Social Committee needs you! We’re cooking up

fresh ideas for 2026, and we’d love more neighbors at the table to help keep the fun going

strong.

Meetings happen the first Tuesday of every month from 6 – 7:30 p.m. at the
Community Clubhouse. Drop in, share your ideas, and be part of shaping the events that

make Independence such a special place to live.

Stay connected and never miss what’s happening in 2025:

Check your email (including your junk email folders)   

Add to your address book Contact@IndependenceDenver.com  
Follow the community social media pages | FB Neighbors of Independence | IG

@indneighborhood

Visit the Clubhouse for event details 

Come join us—because the more voices we have, the more unforgettable these events will

be.

http://elizabethchamber.org/events
mailto:Contact@IndependenceDenver.com
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From Garden to Rest: October Wrap-Up
As the air turns crisp and the leaves begin

to fall, our Community Garden is preparing

for its winter rest. Plants are winding

down, beds are being cleared, and the

season is drawing to a close. If you have a

garden plot, please remember all plots

must be cleared by October 31 to prepare

for the colder months ahead.

Looking forward to next year? We’d love

to have you be part of the growing season

in 2026! 

To learn more or reserve a plot, email IndependenceCommunityGarden@dug.org for

details.

Thank you to everyone who planted, watered, harvested, and shared in the joy of the

garden this year. Together, you’ve helped create a space that inspires connection, beauty,

and community. We can’t wait to see what you will bloom next spring! 

A Couple of Garden Reminders:
The garden is not a stop-and-shop—no grazing, picking, or “sampling” from the plots.

These beds are lovingly cared for by residents who have paid to rent these plots, so please

refrain from self-service.  

Dogs are not allowed inside the garden area. Please secure them away from the entrance

so they don’t interfere with other visitors.  

mailto:IndependenceCommunityGarden@dug.org


What is the Independence Community Collective?
The Community Collective is where neighbors come together to share hobbies, ideas, and

activities that make Independence special. It’s all about creating connections—whether it’s

book clubs, biking, gardening, or game nights. 

 

How Can You Be Part of It? 
Got an idea? A hobby you love? A spark you want to share? Start a club, join a club, or

create something new! The Community Collective grows with YOUR ideas and energy. 

Let’s connect, build friendships, and make Independence even better—together. 

Ready to get involved? Reach out and let’s bring your idea to life! 

 

Club information is for informational purposes only and is not necessarily endorsed by the

Independence Overlay Metropolitan District.

MONDAY NIGHT GRAVEL — LET’S RIDE! 

When: Mondays at 5 p.m. 

Meet: Outside the Homestead Community Clubhouse

Distance: 20 to 25 miles 

Pace: Conversational/Casual 

Gravel or Mountain bike highly recommended. All

abilities and skill levels are welcome! 

Other grassroots community clubs in Independence:
INDEPENDENCE HOMESCHOOL CO-OP
If you would like to join, please message Megan Bell at 303-907-5384

INDEPENDENCE HUNTING & FISHING CLUB
Reach out to Robert at RobertCase7676@gmail.com or call 719-247-0067

 

INDEPENDENCE ART CLUB
Please contact Joe Bennett at JoeBennett.co@gmail.com or 303-503-8634 

 

INDEPENDENCE SMALL BUSINESS GROUP
Please contact Joe Bennett at JoeBennett.co@gmail.com or 303-503-8634 

mailto:robertcase7676@gmail.com
mailto:JoeBennett.co@gmail.com
mailto:JoeBennett.co@gmail.com


Did you know that DUG has memorial gardens and food forests? 
They're an incredible way to leave a lasting legacy in Denver and to honor a loved one.

Celebratie a life well-lived in a vibrant, growing space and ensure their memory will live on

while providing a place of healing and continued connection for you.

DUG community gardens and food forests serve as hubs for community building, making a

tangible impact every year. In the same way, the legacy of your loved one can live on and

continue to have a positive impact on our beautiful community.

Learn more about DUG memorial gardens and food forests here.

As our summer sizzle fades—and Colorado’s first frost edges closer (early October, FYI)—

it’s prime time to prep your garden for fall. Clear out spent plants, enrich with compost, and

plant cool-weather champions like kale, beets, and spinach. Mulch smart, water wisely, and

consider using row covers to stretch your growing season. Keep notes—next year, you’ll

crush it even more. Happy fall, everyone!

Butterfly Pavilion — October Highlights
Fall Break Camps: Rosie’s Discovery Fall Camps

These camps are the real star this month. The Pavilion is running out-of-school day camps
(for ages 5–9) that dive into the world of invertebrates—with hands-on fun, exploration, &

science. 

Some spotlight sessions:

Friday, October 10: Spider Takeover—the Pavilion gets overrun (in a good way) by
arachnids. 
Monday, October 13: The Web Lab—kids get tangled (figuratively) in spider science,
learning how webs work and what makes them sticky. 

Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Click here for more information.

Featured Exhibit / Holiday Event: Bug-A-Boo
October’s Halloween fun meets education at Bug-A-Boo. Families are invited to don

https://dug.org/give/
https://butterflies.org/calendar/


costumes (if they like) and trick-or-treat inside the Butterfly Pavilion on the last two
weekends of October during regular hours (9 a.m. – 5 p.m.). 

One of the coolest attractions is Spider Zone — imagine walking among hundreds of orb-
weaving spiders in an environment with no glass/ barriers — just you and their webs all

around. 

Dates:

Saturday/Sunday, October 18 – 19 & October 25 – 26 during exhibit hours 
After Hours Halloween: October 31, 5 – 7 p.m. 

Need Access or Want to Make a Reservation? 

Whether you’re looking to use the gym, reserve the Clubhouse for a party, or reset your
door code, the Front Range Recreation team is here to help. Just stop by during staffed

hours with proof of residency and a valid photo ID, and we’ll get you set up. 
 

Mondays and Wednesdays: 4 – 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Saturdays: 12 – 6 p.m. 

Have additional questions or need assistance? Visit the clubhouse during operating hours
or email IndependenceDenver@gmail.com.

October chills + spooky surprises = nobody wants to step
in that.
Please remember to scoop the poop when you’re out with your

pup. It keeps our trails and parks clean, keeps ghosts of bad

smells away, and makes sure every neighbor—two- and four-

legged—can enjoy the season. 🐾

And here’s some tail-wagging news: New dog play equipment has been installed and
ready for four-legged play! Shade over the existing seating is getting closer to being

installed. These improvements will make the park even more enjoyable for both pups and
their people. The improvements are expected to be completed as soon as they arrive.

LEAVE ONLY PAW PRINTS, NOT POO PRINTS — Keep Independence Fresh

So do your part: 

mailto:Independencedenver@gmail.com


✅ Always carry poop bags (stash extras!)  
✅ Toss it in a trash can — not the bushes, not the path, not “someone else’s problem” 
✅ Be a model dog parent — because clean shoes and fresh air matter 

Reminders to keep it classy this fall: 

Leashes are required throughout the community — yes, even if your dog is
“friendly.” 
Paws off the produce — dogs are never allowed in the Community Garden (unless
they’ve got a service vest and a serious green thumb). 

Let’s keep Independence fresh, fun, and funk-free this summer. Got an issue? Call Elbert
County Animal Control at 303-621-2027.

Irrigation Season is Ending Soon
The community’s non-potable water system, which supplies irrigation water to private

residences, will be shut down for the season on October 22nd.

Please make sure to plan ahead and have your irrigation system winterized before this

date to avoid any issues.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Public Alliance, the District’s Management

Team: 720-213-6621.

Just a Reminder: The community irrigation system is expected to be turned off around

October 22, weather permitting. This early heads-up provides extra time to plan for any

irrigation maintenance you may need. A formal 30-day notice has been sent via email, and

we encourage you to start preparing now. 

Landscaping Update from BrightView
Our trails are receiving a little extra care! Crews are treating weeds weekly and will begin

repairing small washout areas over the next two weeks. Thank you for your patience as we

keep our trails safe and enjoyable for everyone—be sure to get outside and enjoy them! 

As we continue through the early fall warmer season, we’d like to take a moment to kindly

remind all residents of the community standards outlined in the District’s Declaration of

Covenants. Specifically, Section 8.11 — Sightly Condition of Units states:



“Each Unit shall at all times be kept, maintained, repaired, and replaced in a good, clean

and sightly condition by the Owner thereof.” 

In keeping with this covenant, we encourage all homeowners to regularly maintain their

front yards, particularly in managing and removing weeds, to help preserve the beautiful

appearance of the community for everyone. Your cooperation in keeping Independence

looking its best is truly appreciated.

We appreciate all the time and effort residents have put into their landscaping this summer!

As you continue to complete improvements, please ensure that any valves and sprinkler

heads you install are compatible with reclaimed water systems, like the one used in

Independence. Using components that are not rated for reclaimed water can lead to

clogging or water pressure issues over time.  

If you are experiencing low water pressure in your irrigation system, we recommend

checking for clogged valves or sprinkler heads first, as these are often the source of the

issue.

The District provides a reclaimed water irrigation system for use at all residential properties

and open spaces within the development.  Reclaimed water use is regulated by the

Colorado Department of Health & Environment and each system user is responsible to

annually review the District’s Reclaimed Water Use Guides.  Prior to using the reclaimed

water irrigation system, each homeowner / resident is required to review the District’s

Reclaimed Water Guides, available here.

For 2025 the District has implemented the following irrigation restrictions: 

1. Irrigation of landscaped areas shall be limited to no more than three (3) days per

week. 

2. Homes with addresses ending in an odd number shall only irrigate on Monday,

Wednesday, and Saturday. 

3. Homes with addresses ending in an even number shall only irrigate on Tuesday,

Thursday, and Sunday. 

4. Residential irrigation is not permitted on Friday. 
5. Irrigation shall not take place between the hours of 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

6. Runoff of irrigation water is not permitted.  Please ensure that your irrigation system

timers are adjusted — set to only irrigate on the correct days of the week and that

https://www.independencewsd.org/documents-a9432f0


individual zones are timed to prevent overwatering and runoff of irrigation water. 

The District encourages users to irrigate responsibly.  The current Rate & Fee Resolution

can be found on the District's website here.

Please check the District’s website for updates on system status. If you have any questions

related to the Metropolitan District regarding the irrigation system, feel free to contact the

District Manager at Public Alliance, Inc. by phone at 720-213-6621 or via email

at Contact@PublicAllianceLLC.com.

DECORATIONS — SEASONAL & PERMANENT 
Seasonal decorations, including holiday decorations, do not require ACC approval,

provided they are displayed no more than thirty (30) days before the holiday and removed

within fifteen (15) days after the holiday.

TRASH CONTAINERS FOR COMPLETED HOMES 
Once a certificate of occupancy has been issued for a home, trash containers and trash

may only be placed at curbside for pickup after 6 a.m. on the day of trash collection and

must be returned to a proper storage location by 9 p.m. on the day of collection. Trash

containers and trash must be stored out of sight and in a secure manner at all times except

on the day of collection and shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition. 

For New Homeowners, what is a Special District?

Special districts are created to fill service gaps in county services. In

Colorado, these districts function as local governments or political

subdivisions of the state, adding a third level of government in the

United States. This level includes counties, municipalities (cities and

towns), school districts, and other entities such as authorities and

special districts. For the Independence community, several Metropolitan Districts are in

place:

Independence Overlay Metropolitan District: Oversees public amenities, enforces

Covenants, and acts in lieu of an HOA.

Independence Metropolitan Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6: Metropolitan Districts

dedicated to residential development.

https://www.independencewsd.org/documents-a9432f0
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Independence Water & Sanitation District: Provides water and sanitary sewer

facilities and services to the entire community.

Independence Commercial District: Will oversee future commercial operations.

If you have any questions about our community’s districts, architectural review tips, design

guidelines, or resident responsibilities related to home ownership in the Independence

Community, as well as inquiries about water, landscaping, trash, etc., please contact Public

Alliance, LLC at 720-213-6621 or Contact@PublicAllianceLLC.com.

Sometimes the best adventures don’t need long flights or overnight stays. If you’re in

Elizabeth, Colorado, you’re perfectly located to explore charming towns, mountain scenery,

and unique attractions — all within a two-hour drive. Whether you’re after outdoor

activities, local culture, or a bit of both, these day trips offer easy and refreshing escapes.

Click here to read our latest blog post that features weekend getaways under two hours

from the Independence Community!

Interested in catching up on the latest Independence blog posts? Mosey on over to our

community website!

https://www.independencewsd.org/
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If you are experiencing food insecurity, please know you are not alone.
At Independence, your privacy is as important to us as your need for support. We are a

community—neighbors, friends, family—and caring for one another is at the heart of who

we are. If you need something, say something. We’re here for you.

Please remember the Independence ponds are for irrigation, retention, and detention only

and this area is restricted District property. For your safety and to help keep our

neighborhood safe, please stay out of and off these ponds!

Emergency Contacts
Fire – 303-646-3800

Sheriff – 303-621-2055

WE LOVE HEARING FROM YOU!

If you have questions at any time, please reach out to us!

For community-related questions: 
Contact@IndependenceDenver.com

For resident-related events:
Kristin@IndependenceDenver.com

For District-related questions (water, landscaping, etc.):
Public Alliance Main Number: 720-213-6621 

Email: Contact@PublicAllianceLLC.com
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