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MARCH COMMUNITY EVENTS
HAPPENING AT HOMESTEAD PARK

St. Patrick’s Meet and Greet: March 15th from 5:00pm to 8:00pm
Butterfly Pavilion Kids Discovery Series: Bug Safari: March 21st from 10:00am to
11:00am
Independence Garden Club Meeting: March 22nd at 9:30am
Butterfly Pavilion Adult Discovery Series: Gardening for Pollinators: March
22nd from 10:00am to 11:00am
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START AN ADULT FLAG FOOTBALL OR KICKBALL TEAM!

Are you up for some competition, exercise and fresh air? We've got you covered! Put a team
of Independence residents together to create an Elizabeth Parks & Recreation Flag Football
or Kickball team and Independence will cover the fees! Contact Kristin for more

information.
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Adult Flag Football Tournament:
Gather your squad and register for the Spring Adult Flag

Football Tournament on March 15th at Evans Park. The
format will be 5v5 with no rules on gender. All players

must be 16 years of age or older. Cost is $225/team.

Teams guaranteed at least two games. Register on the

website.

Adult Co-Ed Kickball:

Registration for the Spring kickball league is now open!
Co-ed teams will play a five-game regular season
between April 4th and May 2™ with the top four teams

advancing to the tournament on May 9. The cost is

$300/team. To join the fun, register on the website.
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Saint Patrick’s Happy Hour
Meet & Greet (Over 21+)

Saturday, March 15™", from 5:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Independence Community Clubhouse

Come meet your neighbors and enjoy free beer, wine, beverages and a light snack -- plus

some fun game options. RSVP required so that we can plan accordingly.

Please click here: Saint Patrick's Happy Hour RSVP

Whether you're new to Independence or have been here for a while, our monthly meet-

and-greets are a great way to connect with neighbors and make new friends!

Here's what to expect: We’'ll change things up every other month! One month will


https://elizabethpr.com/football-tournament
https://elizabethpr.com/kickball
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4BADAB2DA46-54963326-march

feature a family-friendly Saturday morning event, while the next will be an adults-only
Saturday evening gathering—because fun is for everyone! Registration is required to help

us plan accordingly, so use the link in the announcement. We can't wait to see you there!

Keep an eye on your inbox and follow us on social media to stay informed about upcoming
events. Speaking of which, mark your calendars for a family planting event on Saturday

morning, April 12th!

If you want to join the Social Committee, the meetings are held in the Clubhouse the first
Tuesday of each month from 6:00 until 7:30 p.m. If you would like more information,

please email Kristin.

Be sure you stay current on all the exciting happenings for 2025!

Here’s how:

o Check your email (including your junk email folders)
o Follow the community social media pages

« Visit the clubhouse for event details
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INDEPENDENCE COMMUNITY GARDEN AND GARDEN
CLUB

First Garden Club meeting is scheduled for Saturday, March 220 4t 9:30 a.m.

in the Independence Community Clubhouse!

Exciting news! The Independence Community Gardens will be ready for planting in late
Spring 2025! Whether you're an experienced gardener or just starting out, now is the

perfect time to reserve your garden plot to grow fresh vegetables, fruits, and flowers.

Join us for an informative and fun Garden Club Meeting on Saturday, March 22nd, at 9:30
a.m. in the Clubhouse! This is an excellent opportunity to meet fellow gardeners, ask
questions, and pick up free seeds and gardening resources from the recent Denver
Urban Gardens (DUG) Symposium. To get a head start, please get in touch

with Melanie via text at 972-215-6226 or

email independencecommunitygarden@dug.org.


mailto:Kristin@Independencedenver.com
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Availability Update: 26 plots have already been claimed, leaving 20 plots
available!

To reserve your plot, email independencecommunitygarden@dug.org with your:

e Name
e Phone number

e Preferred plot type: Regular Ground Bed, Smaller Ground Bed with a Drip Line or
Raised Garden Bed
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CALLING ALL INDEPENDENCE ORGANIZERS!

Are you ready to bring your brilliant ideas to life and build an even stronger community?
We're looking for enthusiastic residents to start committees or organized clubs here in
Independence! Whether you have a hobby you're passionate about or a vision for our
neighborhood, we want to hear from you! Below are a few suggestions for how to get

involved. If you are interested, please reach out to Kristin.

Start Your Own Club: Do you have an idea? Let's make it happen! Your creativity and

energy can spark new activities and bring people together.

Welcome Committee: Imagine being part of a warm and friendly team that welcomes
new residents to Independence. Let's roll out the red carpet and make our newcomers feel

right at home from day one. If this sounds like your kind of fun, let Kristin know!

Together, we can make Independence a place everyone feels connected and valued. So

don't wait—let's get creative and turn ideas into action!
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DENVER BUTTERFLY PAVILION

DENVER BUTTERFLY PAVILLION: KID’S DISCOVERY SERIES BUG SAFARI

When: Friday, March 21%, 10:00 — 11:00 a.m.
Where: The Independence Community Clubhouse
What: Kids aged pre-K through middle school can
journey through the diverse world of invertebrates,
showcasing unique species with amazing adaptations

and their vital roles in ecosystems.

This exciting event kicks off the first in a series of 10 kids' experiences and three adult
experiences, designed to bring the world of pollinators to your doorstep. The Butterfly
Pavilion will provide engaging, hands-on activities, educational fun for kids and families,
and a close look at local pollinators and their importance. Plus, there’s no cost to
participate! However, registration is required and limited to 30 participants. Don’t miss

this fantastic opportunity to learn, explore, and have fun with your community!

Sign up here: Bug Safari or email Kristin: Kristin@Independencedenver.com

The Butterfly Pavilion also offers a Spring Break camp in March. This camp is designed to
provide memorable experiences that connect kids to nature and encourage an appreciation
for science and invertebrates—the tiny creatures that make the world work! Space is
limited, and pre-registration is required. Registration is open now for this and other

Butterfly Pavilion summer camps. Visit the Butterfly Pavilion website.

BUTTERFLY PAVILION ADULT DISCOVERY SERIVES: GARDENING FOR
POLLINATORS


https://butterflies.org/
https://butterflies.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4AADA62BA5FCC61-55483512-kids
http://kristin@independencedenver.com/
https://butterflies.org/learn/children-and-family-programs/

When: Saturday, March 22nd, 10:00 — 11:00 a.m.
Where: The Independence Community Clubhouse
What: Adults (16+) This class will teach you how to
create a thriving backyard garden that attracts and
supports pollinators like bees, butterflies, and

hummingbirds.

You will learn about the importance of pollinators, how to choose the right plants for your
yard or garden, and how to create a healthy and sustainable landscape ecosystem. Whether
you are a seasoned gardener or just starting, this class will equip you with the knowledge
and skills to create a beautiful and beneficial backyard garden for you and the
environment. There won't be any cost to participate, but registration is required. Don’t
miss this fantastic opportunity to learn, explore, and have fun with your community! Sign

up here: Gardening for Pollinators, or email Kristin: Kristin@Independencedenver.com
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HELP US HOST A BLOOD DRIVE AT INDEPENDENCE!

We’re working with Vitalant to organize a
L

(

blood drive at the Independence

Community Clubhouse. Before we can

9

schedule the event, we need at least 30

people to express interest!

Are you willing to donate? If so, please complete the planning survey below. Your donation

could save lives!

» Location: Independence Community Clubhouse, Elizabeth, CO

o Date: TBD (once we confirm enough donors)

Take the Planning Survey!
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Youth Sports

Do you need a place for your kids to go after school? EPR has NEW exciting opportunities
to keep you and your family moving all season long! Visit Elizabeth Parks and Recreation
website to get the latest information or click here to read even more about what they have
to offer Elbert County residents.

Youth Spring Soccer: Registration for spring soccer began January 1st. This program
serves youth between the ages of 6 and 12, with all practices and games held within the
Elizabeth community. Volunteer coaches are needed. The eight-game season begins March
22nd and ends with a tournament on May 10th. The cost is $65/child. Register on

the website.

Little Dudes Soccer: This unique program introduces your toddler to the game of soccer
and helps them develop basic coordination and skills. Little Dudes Soccer is for children
between 14 months and 3 years of age and requires parent involvement throughout each
session. Cost is $55/child. Sessions will be offered on Mondays from 10:00 —11:00 a.m.
between 3/24 and 4/21 or on Thursdays from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. between 3/27 and 4/24.
Register on the website.

Baseball Majors, Minors, Rookies, and T-Ball Leagues: Registration is open.
Majors and Minors will be selected based on assessments. It is highly recommended that
your child make it to the assessments to evaluate their skill level. If you cannot make it to
the assessments, your child will be placed by the years played and age. Find more
information on the EPR website.

Front Range Recreation Staff at the Community Center:
- Mondays and Wednesdays — 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

- Tuesdays and Thursdays — 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

- Saturdays — 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

If you need gym access or assistance with your access code, you must visit the community
Center during these hours. When establishing a new account, you will need to bring
a photo ID and proof of residency.

Trash Collection Day

Service Day for all homes is Tuesday of each week, and recycling totes are emptied
every other week. If trash pickup falls on or after a holiday during the week, it will be
moved to the following day. This will occur the week of Memorial Day.

The 2025 collection schedule is posted here and on the Overlay District

Website under Important Info. All residential property owners have received invoices for
2025 trash service, which costs $206.64.

As you know, it is often windy in Elbert County! Trash containers and trash must be stored
out of sight and securely at all times except on the pick-up day. They should be kept clean


https://elizabethpr.com/
https://elizabethpr.com/soccer
https://elizabethpr.com/soccer
https://elizabethpr.com/baseball
https://www.independenceoverlaymd.org/files/a5fe6f0a8/2025+HBS+Calendar.pdf
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and sanitary. Please place your trash containers at the curbside after 6 a.m. on the day of
pick-up and return them to a proper storage location by 9 p.m. on the day of pick-up.

Click on the District’s website for more information about Covenants & Design Guidelines,

Board Meetings, Recreation, and Community Rules and Regulations.

Snow Removal 3 % %
We'd like to remind you that Elbert County handles plowing the streets in Independence
Metropolitan District No. 1 (Filing #1).

We've contracted a private provider for District No. 2 (Filing #2 and Filing #3), including
the road to the Community Center, mail stations, and sidewalks.

Snow removal triggers:

« 2 inches or more: Sidewalks and mail stations will be cleared.
» 3 inches or more: Streets will be plowed.

Elbert County will prioritize plowing main roads and highways first, then moving to
secondary roads in Independence. If they cannot clear the streets in District No. 1, we've
requested our contractor to assist.

Helpful Reminder, Park Considerately: To help our plows do their best work, please
park your vehicles in garages or driveways. Street parking can prevent plows from
accessing and clearing the roads effectively. Your cooperation ensures that everyone in the
community can enjoy clear, safe streets and sidewalks during the winter months. Thank
you for being a considerate neighbor!

Attention All Pet Owners: You Must Pick Up After Your Dog &g

We must firmly remind all pet owners to pick up and dispose of their pets' waste. It has
come to our attention that some individuals are not cleaning up after their pets while
walking on District trails or using the dog park.

We respectfully request your cooperation in maintaining a clean and pleasant environment
for everyone by bagging and removing their pet's waste. This applies to all public access

areas, including trails, the dog park, and other community spaces.

If you encounter dog-related community issues, please get in touch with the Elbert County
Sheriff’s Office — Animal Control: (303) 621-2027.

All your neighbors greatly appreciate your consideration and efforts regarding this matter!
Leash Up for Safety: For the health and safety of everyone, including our
beloved pets, please remember to use a leash when walking your dog in the

community.

Water & Sanitation District


https://independenceoverlaymd.colorado.gov/important-info

Please check the District’s website for system status updates. We anticipate charging the

irrigation system on April 14™ 2025, If you have any Metropolitan District-related
questions regarding the irrigation system, don't hesitate to contact Kurt at Special District
Solutions at (303) 662-1999 x-1 kurt@specialdistrictsolutions.com.

For New Homeowners, what is a Special District?

Special Districts are created to address service gaps in county services. In Colorado, these
districts are formed as local governments or political subdivisions of the state, adding a
third level of government in the United States. This level includes counties, municipalities
(cities and towns), school districts, and other entities such as "authorities" and "special
districts."

For the Independence community, there are several Metropolitan Districts in place:

» Independence Overlay Metropolitan District: Oversees public amenities,
enforces Covenants, and acts in lieu of an HOA.

» Independence Metropolitan Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6: Metropolitan
Districts dedicated to residential development.

» Independence Water & Sanitation District: Provides water and sanitary sewer
facilities and services to the entire community.

» Independence Commercial District: Will oversee future commercial
operations.

If you have any questions regarding our community’s Districts, architectural review tips
and design guidelines, resident responsibilities regarding home ownership in the
Independence Community, or water, landscaping, trash, etc., please contact Special
District Solutions at (303) 662-1999 or kurt@specialdistrictsolutions.com. Again, click the

link here for more information on the district's website.
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INDEPENDENCE COMMUNITY BLOG
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As winter lingers here in Elizabeth, Colorado, the chilly days may have you searching for

ways to stay entertained indoors. While our beautiful small-town charm and wide-open
spaces make for great outdoor adventures, sometimes staying inside is the best way to stay

warm and cozy. Whether you're looking for relaxation, creativity, or family fun, here are a

few of our favorite indoor activities to enjoy as we await spring!

Access our blog posts with helpful tips and information by clicking here!
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EVERY COMMUNITY NEEDS YEAR ROUND SUPPORT!

PLEASE HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY SUPPORTING THE ELIZABETH
FOOD BANK

The food bank is self-sufficient; it does not rely on any government agency. Over its 30 plus
years of operation, it has relied only on the generosity of our community — the individuals,
businesses, schools, civic organizations, and churches of every denomination that have
contributed all the food, money, and volunteers necessary to meet the needs of struggling
families. Elizabeth Food Bank is an outreach of Elizabeth Presbyterian Church in
partnership with Elizabeth United Methodists, Peace in Christ Episcopal Lutheran Ministry
and other groups wishing to see that no person or family in the Elizabeth area goes

hungry. Please click on the link for information on how to donate to the Elizabeth Food
Bank


https://independencedenver.com/blog/tips-for-setting-up-the-perfect-home-office-for-the-new-year/
https://independencedenver.com/blog/tips-for-setting-up-the-perfect-home-office-for-the-new-year/
https://www.independencedenver.com/cozy-and-fun-indoor-activities-for-late-winter-days-in-elizabeth-colorado/
https://independencedenver.com/blog/
https://elizabethpc.org/food-bank
https://elizabethpc.org/food-bank

Your generosity makes a world of difference throughout the entire year. Thank you for your

continued support and compassion!
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SAFETY REMINDERS

Please remember the Independence ponds are for irrigation, retention, and detention only
and this area is restricted District property. For your safety and to help keep our

neighborhood safe, please stay out of and off these ponds!

Emergency Contacts
Fire — (303) 646-3800
Sheriff — (303) 621-2055

I E R R R R RN EE R RN EEEEEEE NS R EE N R R RN E R RN EREE R EERENRESEJENE.

JOIN US ON SOCIAL FOR THE LATEST UPDATES!

O ©0 6

WE LOVE HEARING FROM YOU!

If you have questions at any time, please reach out to us!

For community-related questions (resident events, etc.):

Contact@IndependenceDenver.com

For District-related questions (water, landscaping, etc.):

Kurt@SpecialDistrictSolutions.com
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